
Maple Ridge author realizing decade-long dream 
First-time author Jeff Leitch is excited to finally release his co-authored book. 
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Maple Ridge author Jeff Leitch and his new book, Saving Our Pennys. 
 

It was during a walk in Golden Ears Provincial Park when Jeff Leitch and Roy Dimond realized 
they had a great story that needed to be told. 

The pair were teachers on opposite ends of the career spectrum: Leitch was a fairly new 
hire with the Coquitlam school district, Dimond was a youth worker in the school district and 
getting close to retirement. 

Leitch discovered Dimond after hearing him speak during a teacher practicum class at 



SFU. 
“He had that room captivated,” Leitch recalled. “I was just like, ‘who is this person?’” 
Coincidentally, after his graduation, Leitch got to work with Dimond during his first year 

of teaching. 
By Leitch’s sixth year, the pair were working alongside each other helping “at-risk 

youth.” 
Before he retired, Dimond started to “dabble in writing,” said Leitch. 
Then, after he retired, Dimond moved to Garden Bay, B.C., but he and Leitch maintained 

their friendship. 
Now, more than a decade later, the pair have published their first book, a collaborative 

effort called Saving our Pennys. 
Leitch, who lives in Maple Ridge and still teaches in Coquitlam, explained how the book 

and the idea for it came out of personal experience. 
“I was moving back into the classroom, and the program we had was kind of phasing 

out,” he said. 
“We were like, ‘where do these kids disappear to?. Where do they end up?’ All of a 

sudden, they’re out of the system – the schools have grown so big that we never really hear from 
them and they get lost.” 

In addition, Leitch said, ideas for the book came out of conversations he’d have with 
other teachers. 

The plot revolves around a student named Penny, a teacher, her family, and friends. 
“Basically it’s a story on validating everyone’s identity – it matters that we care about 

each other,” Leitch said. 
He noted that co-authoring the book was a fairly smooth process. 
“We wrote it sort of like a talking stick,” Leitch said. 
“I’d write a chapter, then he’d write a chapter. We knew the story, we knew the time 

frame of the book, but as for a plot, the book came together mostly organically; We didn’t even 
really know the finish line, but just knew some of the bigger messages that we wanted to 
deliver.” 

The dominant theme in the book is how precious life is, and the overall message is one of 
hope. 

The book itself has been sometime in the making. 
“We originally wrote this back in 2000,” Leitch said. 
The pair had just entered the publishing world when 9/11 took place. 
“The [publishing] marketplace really turned after that,” said Leitch. 
“People wanted to be wrapped up in comfort and went towards romance and Chicken 

Soup [For the Soul] type of books. We got rejected a lot of times.” 
The pair came to realize that a rejection from publishers “didn’t mean ‘no’, it just meant 

‘not now’,” Leitch explained. 
“The voice had to change,” he noted. “We decided not to rush and picked away [at the 

story] for literally a decade.” 
About three years ago, sensing that the time was right, the pair decided to give it another 

go. 
“Roy had an idea on how the voice of the book would change and it just sounded way 

better,” said Leitch, who soon after received a call from Dimond. 
“There was a bidding war between two publishers for our book,” he explained. 



In 2012, the pair signed a publishing contract with Tao-Fish Books, an imprint of Grey 
Gate Media. 

By the end of 2013, the pair had a copy of the book in their hands. After some final 
editing and tweaking, the book was recently released. 

“It was a big year-and-a-half to get it from paper to cover, but I wouldn’t trade a minute 
of it,” Leitch said. 

As for future writing endeavours, the Maple Ridge writer said he would “definitely” co-
author again. “But I also wouldn’t mind taking a solo shot at it. It has to be a great story though. I 
won’t write just for the sake of writing.” 

Saving Our Pennys is available as an ebook for the Amazon Kindle, through online 
retailers, and can be ordered as a paperback through any of the local bookstores in Maple Ridge 
or Pitt Meadows. 
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